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Feldman has a deep grounding in science, having completed a 
PhD in biochemistry at Simon Fraser University in 2002. Since 
then, however, she has forged a career outside of the lab, working 
for over 15 years in different research administration roles. “I came 
to realize that, while I understood pre-clinical drug development 
and clinical trials, I knew nothing about taking a medication and 
getting it into market,” she said. When she learned about Beedie’s 
Invention to Innovation program, it immediately piqued her 
interest. “If this was available when I did my PhD I would have been 
an entrepreneur already,” Feldman stated.

After pursuing a traditional academic route, including a PhD in 
health science research, Dahabieh embarked on a post-doctoral 
research project at the Gladstone Institute in San Francisco. 
His interest in translational research and commercialization of 
science technology then led him to make the move into industry, 
taking a job with the early-stage biotechnology company 
Renaissance BioScience. 

“When I saw the i2I program at SFU I thought it was a really good 
opportunity to do an accelerated course in business training and 
really become comfortable at the boardroom table more quickly 
than if I was to just absorb everything on-the-job…I would say that 
if scientists have any aspirations to be entrepreneurs and if they 
can make it work in their lives, they should definitely take the 
plunge—they won’t regret it.”

Having completed his undergraduate and graduate degrees at 
SFU, Sieb took on a series of technical roles at 4D LABS, before 
being appointed to the Director of Operations role in 2014. A 
scientist by training, Sieb says he was “fairly good at the technical 
side of it, but the management and the business side was an area 
where I lacked expertise.” This is what led Sieb to enroll in the 
i2I program. Through the program, Sieb was able to better serve 
the companies in the lab as he could “actually support them 
in their development, and also be able to speak their language 
– the business language, in a sense, in addition to the technical 
language.”

Britton and a team of Simon Fraser University chemists 
developed a polymer membrane, called Aemion, which is the 
strongest and most durable of its kind. The membrane is the key 
to making clean technology, renewable energy and the hydrogen 
economy a viable reality – but they needed to bring it to market. 
In 2015, Ben joined the i2I program to build a business around 
Aemion, called Ionomr.

“The i2I program really clarified what it was to have a business plan 
and what it meant to attract investors and actually sell the value of 
your product in non-technical terms. Before, I would talk about the 
engineering side or the theoretical side, but that’s not what they 
mean. They want to know why this is worth investing in and how 
much money it could potentially make.”
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