2017 YEAR IN REVIEW
Mitacs has been inspiring innovation for 18 years. We have
supported more than 21,000 research internships, trained more
than 35,000 student and postdoc career-skills participants, and
supported more than 3,000 international research collaborations.

2016–17

We help drive innovation across all sectors and disciplines by
training a highly educated workforce, attracting and retaining
skilled talent, and fostering research and development in Canada.
Through our programs, thousands of undergraduate students,
graduate students, and postdoctoral fellows undertake cuttingedge research that is transforming the way Canadians live.

Mitacs Accelerate
4,079 internships with 1,158 industry and not-for-profit partners,
66 university partners, and 37 research organizations
$52.4 million in private-sector investment across all 10 Canadian provinces
A dozen university incubators were approved to support research
projects with student-founded start-ups through a new initiative
launched with the University of Toronto

Mitacs Elevate
182 fellowships were awarded to top-ranked postdoctoral fellows
across Canada
53 professional development workshops provided customized research
management training
Mitacs Globalink
550 interns came to Canada for 12-week research projects through
Globalink Research Internships

160 students travelled abroad through Globalink Research Awards
90 Globalink alumni returned to Canada for graduate studies with

Honouring up-and-coming innovators
At the 6th annual Mitacs Awards, we recognized outstanding alumni
for their efforts in advancing innovation and transforming the lives
of Canadians. This year’s winners were Lu Deng for inventing a
low-cost test for cancerous polyps, Elisa Fernández Castillo for
understanding how specific proteins contribute to DNA damage,
Masarah-Cynthia Paquet-Clouston for discovering new elements
of social media fraud, Yaxi Hu for inventing new methods for food
contaminants testing, Wei Zhang for fighting MERS and Congo
Fever, and Professor Bertrand Jodoin for mentoring graduate
students in the aerospace industry.

Supporting global innovation
Mitacs signed agreements with new partners Israel, Korea, Norway,
and Ukraine and expanded partnerships with China, France,
India, Mexico, and Tunisia. These collaborations will complement
universities’ international strategies, support expanded research
networks, provide international experiences for Canadian students,
and attract global research talent to Canada.

financial support from the Globalink Graduate Fellowship

Mitacs Canadian Science Policy Fellowship
11 faculty and postdoctoral researchers in the inaugural cohort
were placed in seven federal departments and agencies to support
evidence-informed policy
The first initiative of its kind in Canada, the fellowship was offered in
partnership with the University of Ottawa’s Institute for Science,
Society and Policy, and the Government of Canada

Harnessing Canada’s research advantage
Mitacs’ policy forum united researchers, innovators, business leaders,
entrepreneurs, and policy-makers to examine the evolving skills that
advanced university graduates need to succeed in a quickly changing
economy. The forum also explored strategies for ensuring that Canada
remains a desirable place for graduate students to apply their skills in
rewarding careers.

Our five-year strategic plan, Target 10,000: Talent, Ideas, Networks, challenges us to deliver 10,000 research
internships annually by 2020. Across all sectors — from fighting infectious diseases to improving
childhood literacy — Mitacs-funded research is helping to improve the economy,
create jobs, and advance the world around us.

Thank you to our partners
*As of August 31, 2017

Full Academic Partners

Associate Academic Partners
• Lakehead University • OCAD University • Thompson Rivers University • Trent University • Université de Moncton • Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières
• Université INRS • University of Lethbridge • University of Northern British Columbia • University of Ontario Institute of Technology • University of Victoria
• University of Winnipeg • Wilfrid Laurier University •

Government Partners

International Partners
Mitacs is pleased to work with the following international partners to support Globalink
• Universities Australia • China Scholarship Council • Campus France and Inria • German Academic Exchange Service • India’s Ministry of Human
Resource Development • Israel’s Ministry of Science, Technology and Space, and Canada-Israel Industrial Research and Development Foundation
• Japan Society for the Promotion of Science • National Research Foundation of Korea • Mexico’s Secretariat of Public Education, Tecnológico de
Monterrey, and National Autonomous University of Mexico • Norwegian Centre for International Cooperation in Education • Saudi Arabia’s Ministry of
Education • Tunisia’s Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research, and Mission Universitaire de Tunisie en Amérique du Nord
• Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko •
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