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1. Ministry of Advanced Education 

 
1.1. Name of the government 

host department or 
agency: 

Ministry of Advanced Education – Governance and Quality 
Assurance Branch 

1.2. Location of fellowship: Victoria 
 
 

2. Description of Proposed Science Policy Project 
 

2.1. Project Title  

BC Credential Framework 

 
2.2. Project Description 

BC has longstanding and well-developed criteria that all types of degree programs must meet to be 
approved and offered at BC post-secondary institutions.  As a result, students can rely on the fact 
that a bachelor, masters, or PhD program at one BC institution is reasonably equivalent to a similar 
degree at any other BC institution. 

However, degrees are only one type of post-secondary credential.  BC universities, colleges, and 
institutes also grant a range of non-degree credentials including certificates, diplomas, and post-
baccalaureate and graduate certificates and diplomas.  BC currently has no common standard for 
these types of credentials.   

This is a problem for institutions, with respect to describing and marketing their programs; for 
students, who have difficulty comparing different types of programs; and for employers, who do not 
have the time or capacity to evaluate individual credentials. It is also a problem for the BC post-
secondary system as a whole – without a credential framework in place, a post-baccalaureate 
certificate can mean widely different things at different institutions, and this lack of consistency can 
adversely affect BC’s international reputation for quality post-secondary education. 

The project has two major goals: 

1. Complete a policy paper on the reasons for and implications of the expansion of non-degree 
credential programs for the BC post-secondary system, institutions, students (domestic, 
immigrant, and international), employers, and the labour market.  

2. Develop a credential framework for the BC post-secondary system that sets out the criteria for 
different types of non-degree credentials, including admission requirements, credit hours, course 
levels, and learning outcomes. 
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2.3. Policy Activities (500 words max.)   

• Review credential frameworks from other Canadian and international jurisdictions. 

• For each type of non-degree credential offered at a BC post-secondary institutions, assess the 
range of variability in program length and content across institutions. 

• Compare program information with student outcome survey data to determine how student 
outcomes differ according to credential length and content. 

• Determine rate of growth of post-baccalaureate certificate and diploma programs, and analyse 
their significance with respect to: 

o Impact on the post-secondary system as a whole; 

o How they affect individual institutions (strategic priorities, students); 

o Expanding education options for students; and 

o Labour marketability. 

• Work with post-secondary institutions and the BC Council on Admissions and Transfer to develop 
a credential framework for BC. 

 
2.4. Required Expertise  

• Knowledge of post-secondary program design at the post-secondary level. 

• Statistical analysis. 

• Strong teamwork, presentation, and oral communication skills. 

• Policy analysis and development experience preferred. 

 

http://www.mitacs.ca/
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