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Mitacs Indigenous Research and Innovation Policy  

Mitacs is committed to supporting research and innovation that has the potential to directly 

address the needs and priorities of Indigenous communities.  Aligned with Mitacs’ Inclusive 

Innovation Action Plan,  this policy recognizes that Indigenous peoples have intersecting 

roles in Indigenous research and innovation projects as investigators, partners, participants, 

and rights holders. This policy seeks to ensure tha t Mitacs -supported Indigenous r esearch 

and innovation projects are guided and affirmed through the Principles of OCAP ™  

(Ownership, Control, Access and Possession ) and the concept of  “Nothing About Us, 

Without Us”.  This policy is also intended to align with the requirements and resources 

provided by the Tri -Council Agencies, particularly guided by Chapter 9 of the Tri -Council 

Policy Statement: Research Involving the First Nations, Inuit and Metis Peoples of Canada  

(TCPS 2) .  

A Mitacs project is defined as Indigenous research or innovation if the project:  

1. Involves or is expected to impact one or more Indigenous communit ies 

2. Involves Indigenous traditional knowledge or Indigenous cultural heritage  

3. Involves Indigenous peoples or their data a s the  subject of the study  

Co nsiderations for Applicants  

Proposals that meet the definition of Indigenous research or innovation must describe  how 

Indigenous communities have been involved in shaping the proposal or how Indigenous 

people will be engaged in the project. Such p roposals must detail all planned participation of 

involved and impacted communities throughout the project. With these principles in mind, 

where applicable, applicants are expected to demonstrate:  

1. Community support and respect. Proposals must evidence the collaboration, 

support, and consent of Indigenous communities that may be affected by the project  

or are rights -holders or stakeholders in the endeavor. Projects must also be explicitly 

developed in a way that is mindful, respectful, and reflective of each communit y’s 

cultural protocols, needs, and interests.  

2. Consideration for access and use of data. Proposals must articulate plans regarding 

Indigenous communities’ access, use, and governance of knowledge and data 

resulting from the project. This may include a description of how Indigenous voices 

will be considered and integrated throughout the duration of the project, through 

project design to implementation and delivery of outcomes.   

3. Experience and expertise. Applicants must provide information about the project 

team’s experience with Indigenous research and innovation , including plans to 

https://www.mitacs.ca/about/equity-diversity-and-inclusion/
https://www.mitacs.ca/about/equity-diversity-and-inclusion/
https://fnigc.ca/ocap-training/
https://www.mitacs.ca/our-innovation-insights/nothing-about-us-without-us-indigenous-data-sovereignty-3/
https://www.mitacs.ca/our-innovation-insights/nothing-about-us-without-us-indigenous-data-sovereignty-3/
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2018_chapter9-chapitre9.html
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2018_chapter9-chapitre9.html
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2018_chapter9-chapitre9.html


 

address any shortages. If interns will work with Indigenous communities, descriptive 

plans must be provided about the training, guidance, and mentorship they will 

receive to ensure interns are well equipped to engage and support Indigenous 

communities.  Where applicable, applicants should outline how Indigenous 

methodologies have been considered and integrated within Indigenous research and 

innovation projects.  

 

Projects that are identified as Indigenous research or innovation, in accordance with  the 

Mitacs definition  above, are subject to specific considerations related to Indigenous 

engagement and consultation. Once a project meets this definition, one of three scenarios 

may apply, each outlining appropriate actions  based on the nature and context of the 

research . 

 

Scenario s: Expectation s: 

The research may yield results of  direct  

interest  or relevance  to one or more Indigenous 

communities.  

Applicants should consider how they can make 

the results accessible to interested communities.  

By virtue of the  nature and/or  location  of 

research activities , additional benefits may be 

realized  through engaging one or more 

Indigenous communities in the project.  

Applicants are encouraged to  incorporat e 

engagement with Indigenous communities into 

the proposal. Note that many postsecondary 

institutions offer support and resources to 

researchers engaging in Indigenous research and 

innovation activities.  

The research topic is explicitly  focused  on 

Indigenous  communities . The research will 

produce direct and tangible impacts on one or 

more Indigenous communities.  

Applicants must complete the section of their 

Mitacs application pertaining to Indigenous 

research and innovation projects. A letter of 

support from community leaders, administrative 

boards and individuals who represent the 

impacted community(ies) may be included.  

 

 


